SPBSCH 7O CITY COURCLL May 21, 1960 


locant neve articles and comments in the press have noted with sone surprise the 
amall attendance at the budget hearing. I do not know what your reaction is to thie 
lack of intercet in the budget, but I will sive you mine, 


It conveys very clearly two messages, both oninous for the future of the City of 
Newarke Ono moszuge in that the portion of the population which anjoys many govern 
montul subsidios, is assured that these subsidies will continue, that thoir needs 
have received budgetary priority, end there, there is nothing to worry about, Their 
assessment in correct, rince they now constitute à large portion of the voting popule= 
tion, 


Tho other part of the message is that those who supply the funds to support the City 
and pay for ite government, ure completely frustrated an disillusioned, lihy attond 
& hosring on & budget that is cssontiully souninglecs so fur as meeting the needs 
that aro so evidont and providing the wervioos thet are so glaringly deficient? 


Doos tho budget show any response to the repeated demands und need for improvement 
ån public safety, for additional police? Dose At give any indication, even that sore 
gatoh basina will perform their function of draining storm water so that you oan orons 
the wtrovt without wading in water above your ankles? Is the budget 4 fim etutonont 
and projection of the amount and purpose of all the requested funds? Apparently not, 
pinos ut every mooting throughout the your, this Counoil upproves requeste for aroution 
now positions, changes in ealaries, and other expenditures which competent aduinine 
tratores would bave foreseen and included in original requesto, Noe The budget merely 
Andiostes you «ill pay more for servicos that, with a few exooptions, are inadequate 
or undelivered, 


How and then, 1 hear references to corruption and waste of public funde in previous 
aedministrations. ie now soo that grout amounts of public funds oan be wanted as the 
result of incoapetent udaindotration, defective organisation, oronyinu, favoritiom, 
lax and indifferent supervision. All perfectly legal. I cite one exemple with which 
you aro fumiliar, the failure of the demolition program begun eight years ago. Tho 
history of this failure is described in the Way 16, 1980 issue of the Star iedger undor 
the headline; "Newark Doubles Demolition runis,” The article is more interesting and 
revealing than a buiget hearing. During these past eight yours, how wany porfeoctly 
sounu mavonzy otructures have been abandoned, not boarded up, sllowed to bo vandalised 
end finally gutted wy fire? The majority of theee buildings could have boen preserved, 
Pebabilitated and profitably used. They were etruoturslly and architecturally irro= 
placeable, 


In short, lack of attendanes at the budget hearing sayo clearly that oitinens have lost 
confidence in the ability of the City government to do its job wiesly, offeotively and 
eoonomioally, and, furthermore, thet they do not believe it knows how or intends to 
try to lourn, Tho people who pay the freight, the taxpayers, now liken the City 
administration to o group of children playing with a fragile and valuable toy, with 

no oare for or understanding of ite fragility or values 


The City of Hovark has great value, and at this tie in ite life, it is vory fragile. 
It ounnot tolerate use as a plaything, as a toy in an irmespeonsible gens, This Council 
would be velleadvised not to join the gamse I would remind you that effective supor- 
vision, administration, and fieoul rosponsibility require auch nore than weuring @ 
blazor and carrying a briofoncos 


De Je Henderson 


